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Top 10 Do’s and Don'ts for the IELTS Speaking Test
: %Diﬁ%ﬁtﬁl‘] “_I_gu *u “_l_z:gu

We've put together our top 10 do’s and don’ts so that you can avoid all those mistakes
that other candidates make.

1. Do develop your answers, don’t just say “yes” or “no”.

By adding a little extra information, reasons and examples to support opinions, you will
score higher.

2. Do remember that it's not a test of your knowledge.

You don’t have to know facts about the topics the examiner asks you; you just have to
talk about your opinion and impressions.

3. Do listen carefully to the whole question the examiner asks, not just the first few key words.

Don'’t just “guess” what the examiner is going to say from the first few words. Make sure
you listen carefully so your answer is relevant.

4. Do ask for clarification occasionally if you need to.

If you don’t understand, don’t be afraid to ask the examiner to rephrase or repeat a
question.

5. Do include personal anecdotes and “stories” into your Part Two monologue.

It gives your talk a more authentic and colourful feel, and helps to hold the examiner’s
interest.

6. Don’t learn or memorise set answers to questions.

It's very easy to spot a student who is reciting memorised full answers. The examiner
will certainly lower your score or move on to another question.

7. Don’t ask the examiner to change the topic if you don’t feel comfortable with it.

You have to talk about the topic he or she selects — those are the rules.

8. Don’t shout or speak really loudly at the examiner.
Speak at a normal, natural volume and pace you feel comfortable with.

9. Don’t worry if the examiner stops you and moves you on to another question.

The examiner has to keep to certain times for each part of the test so he or she may
jump in and interrupt you a few times.

10. Don’t go to the test without being clean and fresh.

An examiner can feel very uncomfortable if a student smells unpleasant or has bad
breath.
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